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From the Director 
In my 16 years at the Open Door I have been privi-

leged to meet many wonderful children and par-

ents. Often I see a former student at the mall, gro-

cery store, or other im-

promptu location. I also 

see them when a younger 

sibling is enrolled at the 

Open Door. It’s always 

pleasant to hear from 

them years after they have 

been at the Open Door as 

they share their memories of being with us. Often I 

remember what they hold special in their memory 

of events and happenings at the Open Door. Some-

times they jog my memory of something that 

seemed insignificant at the time but left them with a 

lasting life lesson.  

All the families have a story to tell. I am sometimes 

selfish in not sharing these stories with all of you. 

It’s not that I don’t want to; it’s that I hold them so  

 

dear that they become cherished to me. That is 

what makes my position at the Open Door remain 

purposeful for me. 

Included in this newsletter is an article written by a 

current parent, Brenda Keller, relating some of her 

experiences at the Open Door both as a student as 

well as that of the parent of her three sons. The last 

eight years (except for one) have included a mem-

ber of the Keller household. This May will bring the 

last preschool graduation of the Keller children at 

the Open Door. It’s been a privilege! 

Jolene Stading Puhalla, Director 

 

Read “A Family Tradition” on page 3. 
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Staff Transitions 
The Open Door welcomes Beverly Jackson as our 

new cook. Beverly was born and raised in the Rug-

by, ND area but moved 

to Bismarck 1990. She 

has five sons and five 

granddaughters. Bever-

ly worked as a cook for 

many years in the 

school system, so she 

comes to us with lots of 

experience. Welcome, 

Beverly. We are happy to have you as a member of 

the Open Door family. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Media Center Volunteers 
The Open Door Media Center has benefited con-

siderably from the time and talents of volunteers 

Vicki Eastgate and Kathy Heinle. Kathy responded 

to a call for a volunteer to update the new data 

base used to inventory library materials. She 

logged 26 hours while completing this job. Thank 

you, Kathy, for your assistance. 

Vicki Eastgate, a long time volunteer, has pro-

cessed hundreds of library books over the years for 

the Open Door Media Center. Vicki’s skills have 

been valuable to the staff as they search for appro-

priate materials for classroom and family use. She 

has had a great impact on our children and their 

families, and we thank her for being an Open Door 

VIP. 

Vicki is handing off the responsibility for the Media 

Center to Sydney Allan, whose mother Sue is a 

new board member. Thank you, Sydney, for sup-

porting the Open Door! 

You’re Invited to the 
Preschool Graduation 
The Open Door’s Class of 2012 will have its gradu-

ation program at 10 a.m. on Thursday, May 24 at 

Fellowship Hall (downstairs) at McCabe UMC. The 

theme of the program is “Bugs, Spiders, and 

Crawly Things!” The children will sing some of their 

favorite songs for parents, families, and others, 

share Bible stories and verses, and show us a 

sample of the many things they have learned at the 

Open Door during this school year. Refreshments 

will be served following the program. 

You are cordially invited to attend the graduation on 

May 24. It is a wonderful fun way to learn about the 

Open Door Preschool.  

If you have questions about the graduation, please 

contact Jolene at 222-3004. 

 
 
Open Door Changes  
Website Address 
The website of the Open Door will have a new ad-

dress: www.opendoorbismarck.com. The change 

is effective immediately. The website is hosted by 

Armour Interactive in Bismarck. The format will re-

main unchanged. Please add 

www.opendoorbismarck.com to your “Favorites.”  

Dakotas Conference churches that include a link to 

the Open Door on their website as asked to change 

the link. 

The Open Door wishes to thank McCabe UMC for 

graciously hosting our website to this point, and to 

Pastor Gary Walters for being the Open Door 

webmaster, even after he moved to South Dakota. 

We appreciate the attention that was required to 

maintain this important information resource. 

 

Volunteers 
During the fourth quarter of 2011, 240 

hours of time were volunteered in activi-

ties that support the Open Door. For the 

first quarter of 2012, 169 hours were con-

tributed. Our sincerest “thank you” to all 

who so generously share their time and 

talents to enrich the lives of Open Door 

children and their families. 

 

http://www.opendoorbismarck.com/
http://www.opendoorbismarck.com/
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A Family Tradition 
My name is Brenda Keller. 

When I was in the second 

grade, 29 years ago, I enrolled 

in the after school program at 

the Open Door Community 

Center. I have very fond memo-

ries of playing bingo in the 

basement of the old house that 

was replaced long ago, of doing art projects, and 

playing with friends on the playground. I was sur-

prised to see the tower is still part of the playground 

after all of these years. 

When my oldest son Logan turned three I was de-

lighted to find out that the Open Door offered a pre-

school program. That was in 2004 and the first time 

I met Jolene, the most patient, loving, kind teacher 

my children have had the pleasure of being with. 

Logan attended for two years, then went on to kin-

dergarten and excelled because of the guidance he 

had from preschool. 

Then when our second son Zachary was three in 

2007 we also sent him to the Open Door. He at-

tended for two years also. In 2009 Wyatt, our 

youngest, started at the Center. He is currently in 

his third and final year. I am saddened to know that 

our time with this remarkable place is coming to an 

end. Jolene has become part of our family and is 

talked about often in our house. Our children will 

miss her very much. 

I hope and pray that the Community Center will be 

around for another 30 years. Maybe our grandchil-

dren will have the same wonderful experiences that 

my sons and I have enjoyed over the last 30 years. 

Thank you to everyone who keeps the Center going 

and to the Church for realizing the needs of the 

community and changing with those needs over the 

years. I am glad I had this opportunity to share my 

story will you all! 

Tennis Tots 
On November 15, the Open Door preschoolers 

tried their hand at tennis. The Bismarck Capital 

Racquet and Fitness Center in collaboration with 

the U.S. Tennis Association invited our children to 

their facility to participate in the 10 and Under 

Quickstart program. This is a new way for kids to 

learn tennis. It uses smaller racquets, modified 

court sizes, and low compression tennis balls.  

Our children had a lot of fun that afternoon. We 

thank the Capital Racquet and Fitness Center for 

the invitation and instruction in this great physical 

activity. 

Fall Open House Planned 

The Open Door will host an Open 

House for families and community 

members in September. Stay tuned 

for an announcement of specific 

dates and times. 

 

Brenda in 1983 



 

4 

SPURS Volunteer

 
The SPURS student organization from the Universi-

ty of Mary continues to support our preschool by 

providing festivities for our children. The SPURS 

bring fun activities, treats, games, and special times 

for children for Halloween, Christmas, Valentine’s 

Day, and Easter. The Open Door is very apprecia-

tive of the time and presence of these thoughtful 

students who enrich the lives of the preschoolers. 

Thank you. 

Summer Day Camp 
Registration for Summer Day Camp is now being 

accepted. The Day Camp is offering Christian-

based services for preschool-aged children only. 

This includes children who will be going into kin-

dergarten in the fall of 2012.  

Each day will be packed full of many activities in-

cluding gardening, crafts, water fun, field trips, Bible 

time and Vacation Bible School, music, games, and 

special summer events. Academics will not be for-

gotten; staff will work to ensure that skills learned 

during the school year are maintained.  

The dates for Summer Day Camp are May 29 – 

June 22, June 25 – July 20, and July 23 – August 

17. The cost of each of the three sessions is $400. 

A $100 deposit is required at enrollment to ensure 

a place in the Day Camp.  

Lunch will be provided at the Open Door. Snacks 

are included over the entire time.  

The hours of Summer Day Camp are from 8:00 

a.m. until 5:30 p.m. each day. The Open Door will 

be closed on Wednesday, July 4 in observance of 

the holiday. 

To register for Summer Day Camp or for further 

information, call Jolene or Kezia at 222-3004. 

Fall Preschool 2012-13 
Registration is being accepted for the Open Door 

Fall Preschool for children who are 3, 4, and 5 

years old. The program is on a full day basis, 8:15 

a.m. - 5:30 p.m., which includes before and after 

school care. The Preschool begins the last week of 

August and follows the Bismarck Public School 

schedule (See 

http://www.bismarck.k12.nd.us/district/calendars/.)  

The Open Door provides Christian-based pro-

gramming, and follows ND’s Early Learning Guide-

lines. Activities are developmentally appropriate 

and teach literacy and math readiness, science, 

communication, social, music, arts and creativity, 

and motor activities. The program is staffed by our 

licensed early childhood education teacher, our 

teacher assistant who has a degree in Human De-

velopment and Family Science, and numerous vol-

unteers. A nutritious lunch and snacks are provided 

by a cook who is on staff. For more, see  

http://www.opendoorbismarck.com/preschool.html . 

To register for Fall Preschool or to obtain further 

information, please call Jolene or Kezia at 222-

3004 or opendoor@bti.net. 

The Garden 
We are excited to announce that Jim Unkenholz 

has agreed to work with our children again this 

summer to oversee the Open Door Garden. Chil-

dren will be guided as they prepare, plant, weed, 

and reap the harvest. This year we will be trying to 

grow corn for the first time as well as those vegeta-

bles that were successfully produced last year. In 

addition, a child-size wheelbarrow has been added 

to the equipment that the children will use. The 

garden activity is used as a tool to teach numbers, 

colors, and discrimination skills as well as providing 

opportunities for fine and motor skills. 

SPURS remain after a party to work 

with preschool children. 

 

http://www.bismarck.k12.nd.us/district/calendars/
http://www.opendoorbismarck.com/preschool.html
mailto:opendoor@bti.net
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2012 Board of Directors 
The new year has brought changes in the member-

ship of the Open Door Board. Michelle Balliet 

Unrath, parent representative, has assumed the 

chair position. Three new members, all from Lega-

cy UMC, have joined the Board.  

Carol Nelson is a repre-

sentative of Legacy UMC 

where she teaches two-

year old children in Sunday 

School. She is a pharmacy 

technician. Carol has lived 

in the Bismarck area for 

most of her adult life, and has two adult children 

and three grandchildren. She enjoys gardening, 

hunting, and fishing as well as playing with little 

children. Carol was on the board many years ago 

when the Open Door Community Center was first 

established. 

Lee Ellison represents Leg-

acy UMC on the board. He 

has been a videographer at 

KFYR-TV since 2007, and 

used his talents to produce a 

video about the Open Door 

Community Center. Lee was 

born and raised in Mandan. 

He is married to Leslye, and they have two sons of 

whom he is very proud. He enjoys family time and 

just having time to relax, as well as golfing with 

friends. 

Sue Allan, a Legacy UMC 

representative, has been 

active on youth worship 

team and Sunday School. 

She has three children 

whose many school and 

extracurricular activities 

keep her very busy. Sue is a North Dakota native 

and has lived in Bismarck for about ten years. She 

works for the State of North Dakota. 

We welcome our new members and thank them for 

sharing their time and talents in support of the 

Open Door Community Center.  

In Appreciation 
Three long-serving very active members retired 

from the Board this year: Linda Suko, Marilyn 

Johnson, and Myrna Petermann.  

Linda, a McCabe UMC repre-

sentative and who served as 

board chair in 2011, guided the 

board in updating policies and 

financing. She has given tire-

lessly to the Open Door not only 

as an active board member but 

as a volunteer. For two and one-half years Linda 

was the unpaid cook and a classroom aide, and 

took on many tasks that needed to be done. She 

continues to assist as a substitute instructor when 

the need arises. 

Marilyn served on the board for 

16 years representing Legacy 

UMC, often as our secretary 

and always contributing ideas, 

time, and effort to improve of-

ferings of the Open Door. Alt-

hough she is no longer on the 

board, Marilyn continues to co-

ordinate the processing of our newsletter for distri-

bution and writes thank you notes to donors. 

Myrna Petermann represented 

Mandan UMC on the board. 

For several years Myrna 

(Grandma Myrna) volunteered 

as a classroom aide, spending 

important time with children 

who needed additional help on 

a one-to-one basis. She has offered to assist again 

with the children during morning activities. 

Our huge thank you to Linda, Marilyn, and Myrna 

for sharing themselves with hundreds of Open Door 

children, staff, and board members.  
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Gifts to the Open Door  
The Open Door has been blessed by the many 

thoughtful people who support our mission with 

their prayers, presence, gifts, and services. These 

enrich our program and services, and help us to 

maintain our day to day operation and physical fa-

cility. Thank you very much for remembering us so 

generously. The following identifies contributors 

from November 1, 2011 through March 31, 2012. 

Materials. The following persons and church fami-

lies have donated materials to the Open Door. 

Calvary UMC of Bismarck graciously donated a full-
sized piano to the Open Door. This piano had been 
used at Calvary and was replaced by one Calvary 
received from a church that recently closed.  

 
 
Sheryl Fines, Bismarck -- DVD, children’s winter 

hats, colored copier paper   
Judy Johnson, Bismarck – computer paper, mark-

ers 
Dr. Brad King, Prairie Rose Dentists, Bismarck – 

children’s toothbrushes 
Donald Mund, Bismarck – pumpkins, gourds, fall 

decorations 
Gen Pliger, Bismarck – cookie cutters, ribbons, 

laundry soap, craft items, gift card for Kohl’s 
McCabe UMC Circles, Bismarck – monies, paper 

supplies, napkins, markers, plates, plastic forks 
Bev Solberg, Bismarck – fruit cups 
Michele Unrath, Bismarck – bottles of craft glue 
 
Monetary gifts. The following persons, church 

groups and community organizations contributed 

monetary gifts for unspecified purposes to the 

Open Door in memory or in honor of a loved one, or 

as a donation for general use. 

 

Aberdeen First UMC, Aberdeen, SD 
Ashley UMC, Ashley, ND 
Ashley UMW, Ashley, ND 
Amelia Bailey Memorial Church, Moffit, ND 
Blessing Tree at McCabe UMC, Bismarck, ND 
Bowbells UMW, Bowbells, ND 
Calvary UMC and UMW, Bismarck, ND 
Chaseley UMC, McClusky, ND 
Circles of McCabe UMC, Bismarck 
Dakotas Conference UMW, Mitchell, SD 
Dakotas United Methodist Foundation Group En-

dowments, Mitchell, SD 
Maurice H. and Lenore E. Gordon Endowment of 

the Dakotas United Methodist Foundation, 
Mitchell, SD 

Dickinson UMW, Dickinson, ND 
Ebenezer UMC, Streeter, ND 
Evergreen Methodist Women, Wahpeton, ND 
Faith UMC and UMW, Minot, ND 
First UMC and UMW, Fargo, ND 
First UMW, Jamestown, ND. In honor of Rev. 

Kenrod and Mary Pederson, Michelle Brennan, 
and Tami Severance 

Hazen UMC, Hazen, ND 
International Ecumenical Prayer Fellowship, Bis-

marck, ND 
Langdon UMW, Langdon, ND 
Legacy UMC, Bismarck, ND 
Lisbon Presbyterian Church, Lisbon, ND 
Lisbon UMW, Lisbon, ND 
Linton UMC, Linton, ND 
Mandan UMC, Mandan, ND 
Mandan UMW, Mandan, ND 
McCabe Tuesday Workshop, Bismarck, ND 
McCabe UMW, Bismarck, ND 
McClusky UMW, McClusky, ND 
Moffit UMC, Moffit, ND 
Mohall UMC, Mohall, ND 
Page UMC, Page, ND 
Robinson UMC, Robinson, ND 
Rolla UMW, Cando, ND 
Salem UMC, Napoleon, ND 
Steele UMC, Steele, ND 
Sterling UMW, Sterling, ND 
Streeter UMW, Streater, ND 
Tuttle UMC, Steele, ND 
United Methodist Church of McClusky, ND 
Vincent UMW and UMC, Minot, ND 
Washburn UMC and UMW, Washburn, ND 
Wishek UMC, Wishek, ND 
Wyndmere UMW, Wyndmere, ND 
 
Jay and Alfhild Ehrmantraut, Bismarck, ND. In 

memory of Berk and Marin Ehrmantraut 
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Mary Ann Hanson, Mandan, ND 
Harriet Heaton, Bismarck, ND 
Lewis, Sherry, and Ella Heaton, McKenzie, ND. In 

honor of Luella Rath, Sharon Lang, Pastor Cori 
Waisanen, and Sterling UMC 

Mary Jane Herr, Bismarck, ND 
Kenneth and Carol Hogue, Bismarck, ND 
Marilyn Johnson, Mandan, ND. In memory of Tom 

Schleder, Columbia, SD 
Barbara Kingsley, Hill City, MN. In honor and 

memory of my wonderful mother Anita Neu-
mann 

Ronald and Arva Dell Kinzler, Lincoln, ND 
LeAnn Lindteigen, Medina, ND 
Gerald and Jean Newborg, Bismarck, ND 
Dan and Bonnie Taylor, Bismarck, ND. In memory 

of Anita Neumann 
Dick and Pat Unkenholz, Prescott, AZ. In memory 

of Myron Mike Kremer 
Duane and Lillian Wacker, Minneapolis, MN 
Don and Gladys Walz, Bismarck, ND 
Peggy Zerface, Lisbon, ND 
 

Super Thanks for  
Souper Savers 
The Open Door participates in the Box Tops for 

Education and the Campbell’s Soup Labels Pro-

grams. Items are collected for us by individuals or 

as a group project. The Open Door redeems the 

Box Tops for Education for cash that we then use 

to buy instructional materials and supplies. Camp-

bell’s soup labels are redeemed for early childhood 

equipment and materials.  

 

The following contributed to both of these pro-

grams. 

Marlene Johnson, Williston, ND 

LeAnn Lindteigen, Medina, ND 

Legacy UMC, Bismarck, ND 

Vincent UMW, Minot, ND 

 

Michele Unrath of Bismarck collected Box Tops to 

the Open Door, and the following saved and sub-

mitted Campbell’s Soup Labels: 

Bowbells UMC, Bowbells, ND 

First UMC and UMW, Fargo, ND 

S. Caine, Jamestown, ND 

St. Paul’s UMC, Jamestown, ND 

 

Thank you to all for supporting the Open Door by 

contributing time and effort to clip these items. 

 

Teacher Assistant Kezia Schnabel uses 
the Toshiba laptop computer the Open 
Door obtained by redeeming 68,850 
Campbells Soup Labels contributed by the 
“Souper Savers.” 

 

Open Door Wish List 
The Open Door uses a variety of equipment and 

supplies for its preschool classroom and crafts, of-

fice, kitchen, and maintenance. Here is a list of 

some items that we would be grateful to receive. If 

you have questions about specific items, please 

contact Jolene at 222-3004. Thank you. 

Prisms for the science center 

Dry erase markers and erasers 

Watercolors 

Plastic stencils 

Finger paint paper 

Chalk for chalkboard and sidewalk 

Buttons 

Baby food jars 

Spiral bound notebooks 

Kool-aid 

Tissue paper 

Napkins 

Bread pans 

Wire strainer 

Ice cream scoop 

Flower sack dish towels 

Stamps 
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2012 Board of Directors 
and Staff 

 
McCabe UMC 

Pastor Rick Fossum 

Carrol Burchinal 

Carol Desper 

Jim Unkenholz 

Phil Sjursen 

Jerry Suko 

Legacy UMC 

Pastor Kermit Culver 

Sue Allan 

Lee Ellison 

Carol Nelson 

Calvary UMC 

Pastor Perry Schnabel 

Martin Ketterling 

Michele Balliet Unrath, Chair 

Mandan UMC 

Pastor Steve Johnson 

District Superintendent 

Pastor Keith Nelson 
Director - Jolene Stading Puhalla 
Teacher Asst. – Kezia Schnabel 

Treasurer – Derrick Hohbein 
 

Open Door Community Center Mission 

Through the Open Door Community Center, 

children and families receive Christian-based 

education and support services, enriching them 

to become responsible members of their fami-

lies and community. 

The Witness is produced semi-annually by the Open Door 

Community Center. Editor: Jean Newborg; Layout: Jerry 

Newborg; Photocopy: McCabe UMC, Bismarck; Collation and 

Mailing: Marilyn Johnson; Website: Armour Interactive, Bis-

marck. 

 


